POPULAR TALES

it is fair to tell you my opinion of the girl, plainly and fully,
beforehand, as I have done. She that has jilted others, I think,
would be apt to jilt you, if she met with a better offer.'

f Why then, father, I'll not be in a hurry: I'll take time to
consider, before I speak to her any more; and I thank you for
being so kind, which I hope I shall not forget/

The morning after this conversation passed, Jilting Jessy,
accompanied by her sister, Saucy Sally, came to pay Patty and
Fanny Frankland a visit. They were full of some piece of
news, which they were eager to tell.

* Well, to be sure, I dreamed I had a diamond ring put on
my finger by a great lord, not a week ago,3 cried Jessy; * and
who knows but it may come true ?    You have not heard the
news, Fanny Frankland ?    Hey, Patty ?}

* Not they : they never hear any news 1' said Sally.

6 Well, then, I'll tell you,' cried Jessy. ' Rich Captain
Bettesworth, our relation, who made the great fortin abroad,
over seas, has just broken his neck out a-hunting; and the
fortin all comes to us.5

* We shall now see whether Mrs. Cracldock will push by me
again, as she did yesterday in the street!    We'll see whether I
shan't make as good a fine lady as herself, I warrant it, that's
all    It's my turn to push by folk now,3 said Saucy Sally.

Fanny and Patty Frankland, with sincere good-nature, con-
gratulated their neighbours on this increase of fortune; but
they did not think that pushing by Mrs. Cracldock could be one
of the most useful or agreeable consequences of an increase in
fortune.

1 Lord, Patty ! how you sit moping yourself there at your
work,7 continued Sally; * but some people must work, to be
sure, that can't afford to be idle. How you must envy us,
Patty!7

Patty assured her she did not in the least envy those who
were idle.

{ Pine talking ! Fine airs, truly, Miss Patty ! This is by
way of calling me over the coals for being idle, I suppose!3
said Sally : < but Pve no notion of being" taken to task this way.
You think you've had a fine edication, I suppose, and so are
to set a pattern for all Monmouthshire, indeed : but you'll
find some people will be as much thought of now as other
people, and may hold their heads as high. Edicaiiotf^ a fine
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